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T  ©THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

*  c  > 


L  A  D  r 

ROBERT  MANNERS. 

•  'I  v-  f  •  .  •* 


MADAM, 


DEIGN  to  accept  this  Sermon 
as  a  Tribute  of  Friendfhip, 
and  Gratitude;  its  Intention,  I  am, 
perfuaded,  will  fecure  your  Lady- 
fhip’s  Patronage  ;  it  is  for  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  the  POOR.  Its  Sub- 
fiance  has  long  been  the  Object  of 
your  Confidence  and  Hope ;  it  is 
Christ  crucified. 


To 


[  Vi  ] 


To  my  late  Right  Honourable, 
and  much-to-be-lamented  Patron 
Lord  Robert  Manners,  under 
God,  I  am  obliged  for  every  Op¬ 
portunity  I  enjoy  of  diffeminat- 
ing  divine  truth  in  this  County. 
His  Memory  will  ever  be  dear: 
His  Death  juftly  regretted. 

To  your  Lady  {hip’s  Piety,  an- 
bounty,  my  Parifhioners  are  great¬ 
ly  indebted.  In  being  honoured 
with  your  Friendfhip,  Protection, 
and  Approbation,  their  Red  or  is 

As  Companions  in  Life,  fupport 
in  Death,  and  a  portion  through 
Eternity,  May  the  Blefftngs  of 

the 


the  Prince  of  Peace  attend  your 
Ladylhip,  and  the  amiable  Family 
k  hath  pleafed  God  to  give  you. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  the  greateft  refpe&j 
Dear  Madam, 
Your  Ladylhip’s  obliged, 
affedionate  friend, 

% 

and  molt  obedient 
humble  Servan 


Hecklngton-  Hall ,  ^ 
S-fitfT.  15, 1783.  S 
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HENRY  PECKWELL. 
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TITU  S.  ii.  13,  14. 

-  *  ♦  '  r  '  •  \ 

The  Great  God,  and  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  gave  himself  for  us,  that  he 

MIGHT  REDEEM  US  FROM  ALL  INIQUITY* 
AND  PURIFY  UNTO  HIMSELF  A  PECULIAR 

People,  zealous  of  good  Works* 

\  t.  -  '  :  '  *-  %  “  *  • 

:  *  •*-  »  ,  i 

TH  E  Beauty  of  Evangelic  truth,  iii 
great  meafure,  confifts,  in  Simplicity, 
Sublime  as  the  Doftrines  are,  there  is 
a.  fimple  Elegance  breaks  out,  which  concili¬ 
ates  the  hearty  and  alleviates  the  fears  of  Man. 

B  They 
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They  who  read,  as  well  as  they  who  heard  the 
words  drop  from  his  Lips,  fay  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  Surely,  “  No  man  ever  fpake  like 
“  Him  r 

Upon  the  Mind,  which  has  Wifdom  enough 
to  difcern,  and  courage  fufficient  to  purine, 
£i  the  things  which  make  for  its  eternal  peace" 
this  Light  £C  f  lines  brighter  and  brighter  to  the 
€i  perfe&  day"  Coming  into  the  world,  like 
the  material,  when  God  fpake  and  it  was 
created,  it  finds  a  Chaos  —  the  human  heart 
without  form ,  void ,  and  covered  with  darknefs. 
As  the  rifing  Sun  difpenfes  his  rays,  difpels  the 
Clouds,  and  urges  his  way  to  meridian  Splen¬ 
dor  ;  fo  does  Evangelic  truth,  difperfe  preju¬ 
dice,  baniih  Ignorance,  and  enable  Men,  with 

-'J 

unbeclouded  Eye,  to  fee  the  light  of  God's 
Countenance. 

The  purity  and  Simplicity  of  this  Truth 
have  to  combat  with  the  pride  and  Ignorance 
of  the  human  Race.  The  perverfe  wrejl  it  to 

their 
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their  own  deft  faff  ion.  The  proud  meafure,  and 
condemn  it  by  their  own  deformed  Standard. 
The  petulant,  big  with  Impiety,  fpurn  at  the 
DoQrines,  whofe  purity  tranfcends  the  mean*' 
nefs  of  their  capacity,  and  the  depravity  of 
their  difpofition.  So,  we  know,  that  too  great 
a  degree  of  light  to  an  Eye  not  calculated  for 
it,  as  well  as  the  privation  of  it,  producer 
darknefs. 

From  hence,  it  appears,  that  the  difpofition 
of  mind,  beft  fuited  to  Evangelic  truth,  is 
humble  and  teachable.  A  Difpofition  equally 
neceffary  for  the  learned  and  illiterate.* — Men 
of  great,  or  mean  Capacity.  For,  however,, 
human  Capacities  may  differ,  there  is,  in  di¬ 
vine  truth,  what  requires  humility  in  all.  One 
Man,  by  fuprior  ftrength,  may  break  a  ftaff 

iboner  than  another ;  or,  by  fuperior  Agility 
leap  a  rivulet ;  but,  when  they  come  to  the 

Mail  of  a  Ship,  or  the  Ocean  over  which  it 

fails,  both  hand  nearly  upon  the  fame  Ground, 
and  are  equally  bound  by  the  Iron  Chain  of 

Impoffibility* 
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Impoflibility.  So  the  wife  and  the  unwife,  the 
Prince  and  the  Peafant,  the  aged-  and  the 
youth,  muft  ftoop  to  become  the  difciple  of 
Jefus  Chrilh 

Not  the  literary  Fop  who  dictates  on  fub- 
jefls  he  does  not  underftand  —  Not  the  vain 
Mortal  who  makes  his  own  Speculations  the 
Rule  of  Re&itude,  and  tells  us  what  the  God 
that  made  him  can,  and  ought  to  do ;  but  the 
humbled  Man,  who,  feeing  how  fhort  the  line 
of  human  Wifdom  is,  cries, 

Teach  my  heft  reafon,  reafon * 

My  heft  Will ,  Rettitude, 

will  find  in  God's  holy  Word  Peace  and  Con- 
folation,  which  the  World  can  neither  give  nop 
take  away.  The  Foundation  of  that  Peace* 
the  Source  of  that  Confolation  is,  that  the 
Great  God,  and  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  gave  Himfelf  for  us,  that  He  might 
deem  us  from  all  Iniquity ,  and  purify  unto  him# 

fef  a  peculiar  people ,  zealous  of  good  works* 

'  ■  *  *  # 
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To  the  redeemed,  furely,  I  may  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  fay,  Admire  the  Riches  of  the  Mercy 
and  Goodnefs  of  God !  the  Great  God,  let  the 
Heavens  wonder,  and  the  Earth  be  aftonifhed ! 
yet,  your  Saviour.  He,  for  whom  all  Things 
are,  and  were  created ;  who,  neverthelefs, 
gave  himfelf  for  you .  Jehovah,  yet,  jefus! 
At  his  Feet  the  Angelic  Hold  continually  bow, 
and  Fie  bowed  his  head  upon  the  Crofs  that  you 
might  never  die.  View  the  dignified  Perfon 
of  your  Redeemer,  and  the  ineftimable  Price 
of  your  Redemption,  with  Gratitude  and 
Praife. 

To  induce  and  to  encourage  which, 
let  us  confider  the  Nature  of  Re¬ 
demption,  together  with  the  Price , 
and  Application  of  it,  as  exp  re  {fed 
by  the  Apoftle. 

The  Nature  of  Redemption  is  too  well  known 

to  take  up  much  of  our  Time.  The  Object 

of  it  is  a  Captive.  His  Deliverance  may  be 

< 

attained  either  by  Price  or  by  Power.  The 

Annals 


i 


[  '6  ] 

Annals  of  Mdnkind,  as  well  as  the  Records 
o.f  God,  afford  us  a  variety  of  ifMlances, 
wherein  thefe  different  fpecies  of  Redemption 
have  ourft  the  Ronds,  and  given  liberty  to  the 
Sons  of  Men.  When  John  of  France  had 
been  taken  prifoner  by  Edward  the  Black 
Priifce,  the  ranfom  demanded  for  his  releafe 
was  three  Millions  of  Crowns.  He  was  redeem* 
ed  by  Price. —When  that  diftinguifhed  and 
great  Commander  Flaminius  befieged  and  took 
a  Citadel,  wherein  many  of  his  Allies  were 
imprifoned,  he  opened  the  Iron  Gates,  and  re* 
deemed  them  by  power,  or  the  force  of  Arms* 

Redemption  thus  difdnguiffied  is  found  in 
the  Code  of  Laws,  which,  it  pleafed  divine 
Wifdom  to  frame,  under  the  Jewiffi  Theo 
eracy.  Inheritances  are  therein  limited  by  a 
right  of  redemption,  and  prices,  under  certain 
eircumflances,  affixed  for  redeeming  Man* 
kind.  — Nor  are  we  deftitute  of  very  flriking 
inilances  of  redeeming  power.  When  Ifrael  la¬ 
boured  under  cruel  Tyranny,  Jehovah  redeem - 

ed 


I 
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*d  them  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Bondmen ,  from  the 

i 

hand  of  Pharaoh  King  of  Egypt ,  and  this  he 
did  with  a  high  hand ,  and  f  fetched  out  Arm— -in 

a  manner  worthy  of  Himfelf —pouring  con¬ 
tempt  upon  the  refinement  of  literature,  and 
the  hardinefs  of  Manhood-— the  {kill  of  wife, 
the  difcipline  of  brave  Men.  In  fuch  a 
Conflict  a  Fly,  and  an  Elephant  can  make 
equal  prowefs :  a  Mountain  or  a  Molehill  e« 
quaily  defend.  In  the  hands  of  fuch  an  op¬ 
ponent,  a  flight  of  InfeBs  are  as  flrong,  and 
as  deftruBive  as  a  Legion  of  Angels. “-Well 
might  it  be  faid  to  I  fra  el,  Happy  art  thou ,  who 
?■$  like  unto  thee ,  0  People  f  javed  ly  the  Lord , 
the  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge ,  and  underneath  arc 
the  everlafiing  Arms . 

These  Species  of  Redemption  are  appli¬ 
cable  to  us,  together  with  this  peculiar  people. 
Imprifoned  for  debt  contraBed  by  Sin,  we  ftand 
in  need  of  Redemption  by  price.  Captives  to 
our  Enemies,  we  muft  be  redeemed  by  the 
power  of  Grace,  or  peri fh  in  the  bondage  of 

Iniquity, 

t 
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Iniquity.  The  Guilt  of  hmmherlefs  omifiionl, 
added  to  Crimes  more  in  number  than  .the., 
hairs  of  our  heads,  plunge  us  in  a  Dungeon, 
where  no  ray  of  hope  can  enter,  or  gleam  of 
future  happinefs  can  be  feen.  The  Law  of  God, 
which  we  have  broken,  like  an  unfatisfied  Cre¬ 
ditor,  cries,  “  Pay  me  what  thou  oweftT  Our 
guilty  Minds  acknowledge  the  debt,  but  feel 
their  poverty.  '  The  Language  of  the  return¬ 
ing  Sinner  is,  Enter  not  into  Judgement  zvitk  thy 
Servant ,  0  Lord ,  for  in  thy  fight  no  Man  living 
can  be  jujlijied* 

In  this  Situation  of  Darknefs,  Guilt  and 
Weaknefs,  we  were,  when  it  pleafed  the 
Great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefius  Chrifi ,  to 
exert  divine  Pity  and  divine  power  for  our 
relief.  Pity  without  power  might  have  fhed  a 
Tear  and  paffed  by;  Power  without  Pity 
would  have  been  deaf  to  hear,  and  reluflant 
to  help;  united,  they  become  a  foundation  oi 
peace  and  comfort,  in  fo  much  that  often¬ 
times  where  Sin  has  abounded,  Grace  doth 

much 
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much  more  abound .  Where  “  hardnefs  ’’of 
“  heart  and  contempt  of  God’s  Word  and 
u  Commandment”  has  prevailed,  the  Waters 
of  deep  repentance  flow.  A  Spirit  of  Grace 
and  Supplication  poured  down  from  above,  en¬ 
ables  the  returning  Penitent  to  look  upon  him , 
‘whom  He  has  pierced ,  and  mourn ;  not  with  a 
tranfient  forrow,  that  paffetk  away  like  the 
Morning  Cloud ,  or  early  Dew ,  but,  W5  owe  mourn « 
tth  for  an  only  Son.  Is  this  repentance  yours  ? 
Has  this  dream  of  godly  Sorrow  ran  through 
your  hearts  ?  or,  Is  it  nothing  to  you  1  Behold , 
and  fee ,  if  there  ever  was  any  Sorrow  like  unto 
his  Sorrow  which  was  done  unto  Him ,  wherewith 
the  Lord  ajjlilled  him  in  the  day  of  your  Redemp- 
lion .  For 

The  Price  of  that  Redemption  was  not  corrup¬ 
tible  things ,  as  Silver  or.  Gold ,  but  the  precious 
Blood  of  C  hr  if  as  of  a  Lamb ,  without  Blemifh  and 

without  Spot . - the  only  price  that  was  ever 

appointed  or  accepted  by  God— the  only  price 
that  has  ever  been  applied  by  his  Spirit,  for  the 
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peace  or  Comfort  of  Men.  —  It,  and  It  alone 
cleanfes  the  Confciencc  from  dead  Works  to  fervt 
the  living  God.  This  Price  requires  no  addi¬ 
tional  value.  It  is  adequate  and  fpecific. 
God’s  juftice  does  not  demand,  or  thefc  pecu¬ 
liar  people  Hand  in  need  of  any  greater  or 
more  efficacious.  It  outweighs  all  human 
worth.  It  outihines  all  created  Excellency. 
Upon  this  Subject,  were  I  to  take  up  the  ner¬ 
vous  Language  of  Gamaliel's  pupil,  I  ffiould 
fay,  of  the  beft  privileges  Man  can  enjoy,  and 
the  beft  righteoufnefs  human  obedience  can 
fpin  out ;  what  things  were  gain  to  me,  thefe  I 
counted  lofsfor  Chrifi ;  yea,  doubtlejs,  and  I  count 
all  things  hut  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrijl  JeJus  my  -'Lord. 

jf-  -V  ... 

By  (bedding  his  moft  precious  blood,  the 
Lord  jefus  purchafed  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple,  who  are,  thereby,  delivered  from  the 
Guilt  and  punilhment  of  Iniquity,  in  order 
to  be  purified  from  the  Dominion  of  Vanity 

and 
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and  Sin,  or,  in  other  words,  to  be  redeemed 
by  the  power  of  invincible  Grace  out  of  the 
hands  of  their  Enemies. 

Purification  of  Heart  is  as  ncceffary  to 

make  the  Service  of  God  the  Choice  and  de¬ 
light  of  the  Soul,  as  were  the  Sufferings  of  our 
Saviour  to  redeem  us  from  the  Curfe  of  the 
Law,  and  wrath  of  God.  Equally  neceffary 
will  it  be  found  to  produce  what  has,  does, 
and  ever  will  diflinguifh  thefe  people.  1  mean 
Zeal  for  good  Works—  efpecially  for  that  faith 
■ which  was  once  delivered  to  the  Saints,  and  is  em¬ 
phatically  called  the  Work  and  Gift  of  God,— 

which  apprehends  and  glorifies  Chrift — brings 
comfort  and  peace  to  the  heart,  and  encourages 
and  fupports  Piety,  uprightnefs  and  honefty  in 
the  ConduH  of  Men» 

Zeal  has  been  too  long  exploded.  The 
pailions  have  been  confidered  as  44  the  pagans 
“  of  the  Soul/'  A  Syftem  of  Indifference 
has  been  adopted,  which  has  cut  the  Wings 

-  i  "JR. 

of 
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of  Obedience,  and  left,  of  good  Works,  little 
but  the  Name.  This  Syftem,  as  a  learned 
Foreigner  expreffes  himfelf,  “  is  calculated 
e;  to  make  Men  meditate  upon  the  Doc- 
^  trines  of  Redemption,  and  a  geometri- 
“  cal  propofition  with  equal  Coldnefs/*  as  if 
it  Were  either  reafonable  or  juft,  for  you  tq 
hear,  or  for  me  to  fay,  that  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  gave  himfelf  for  the  Sins  of  his  people, 
and  that,  a  whole  is  greater  than  a  part  with  the 
fame  indolence  and  Apathy. 

Prophets,  Apqftles,  and  holy  Men  of  old 
thought  differently.  Even  in  Him,  who  was 
without  Sin,  wp  find  abounding  Zeal.  In 
them,  ardent  affeBion  and  filial  fear  towards 
God.  Vehement  defire  after  the  Light  of  his 
Countenance ,  hatred  of  Sin,  and  Chfiftian  Love, 
for  good  Works  and  good  Men.  Their  Un~ 
derjlandings  were  enlightened ,  and  by  their  paf- 
lions,  thofe  human  Cords,  they  were  drawn 
from  Evil  to  Good  — from  darknefs  to  light  — 
from  Satan  to  God,  In  the  way  they  became 

zealous 
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xmious  of  good  works ,  of  denying  and  teach¬ 
ing  others  to  deny  all  ungodline fs  and  worldly 
Lulls ,  and  of  living  foberly ,  right eou/ly,  and 
godlily  in  this  prefent  World .  Intemperance 
blunts  the  underftanding.  Inebriety  fenfualizes 
the ,  Mind.  Self  Love  and  Self  Indulgence 
pave  the  way  to  Injuftke,  and  this-affemblage 
of  Evil  makers  it  the  intereft  of  evil  men  to 
believe  that  either  God  is  not,  or  is  not  fuck 
as  the  holy  Scriptures  reprefent  him,  an  om- 
|dprefent  obferver,  a  juft  Judge.  Hence 

Impiety,  that  baneful  plant,  which,  like 
the  gloffy  berry  of  the  deadly  nightfhade,  in¬ 
vites  the  unthinking  and  unwary  to  pluck, 
and  eat,  and  die. — Impiety,  that  ungrateful 
principle  which  would  eradicate  the  due  fenfe 
we  ought  to  have  of  his  goodnefs,  would  urge 
ps  not  to  reverence  his  Name,  read  or  hear  his 
Word,  keep  his  Sabbaths,  or  believe  in  and 
love  his  Son,  in  zvhom  we  live ,  and  move,  and 
have  our  being :  which  forbids  one  tender  af~ 
being  moved  towards  the  beft  of  Fa- 

thers, 


[  H  ] 


ihcrs,  the  moil  faithful  of  Friends,  —  Impiety, 
in  the  hand  of  a  parent,  is  a  dagger  plunged 
into  the  Soul  of  his  rifing  offspring ;  in  the 
hand  of  a  Sovereign,  a  Scourge  from  Heaven 
for  a  rebellious  people ;  in  the  hands  of  the 
Clergy  a  narcotic  draught,  which  llupefies  and 
deftroys  the  phyficians  and  their  patients. 

The  common  and  groundlefs  objeflion  to  the 
Do&rine  of  complete  Redemption  by  Chrifl, 
or  Salvation  by  faith  in  his  Obedience  even 
unto  Death,  viz.  that  it  is  inimical  to  good 
Works,  is  fufficiently  refuted  by  the  Words 
of  the  Ap.ofl.Ie,  He  gave  himfelf  to  redeem  us 
from  all  Iniquity ,  that  He  might  purify  unto 
himfelf  (i.  e.  by  faith,  as  expreffed  in  the  A6b 
of  the  Apoftles,  A&s  xv.  9.)  a  peculiar  people 
zealous  of  good  Works, 

Obj  ections  of  this  kind  arife  either  from 
the  Ignorance  or  the  wickednefs  of  the  objefl- 
ors.  They  err ,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures  and  the 
power  of  Gods  or,  they  love  works  of  darknefs, 

and  therefore  oppofe  Salvation  by  faith  in 

Chrift 
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Chrift  Jefus  bccaufe  it  is  a  principle  of  HolT 
nefs.  To  their  weaknefs  or  wickednefs  we  dare 
not  bow.  It  would  be  ungrateful  to  God* 
unworthy  ourfelves,  and  unkind  to  them.  Let 
it  rather  be  underftood,  that  44  to  be  accounted 
44  righteous  before  God,  only  for  the  Merits  of 
44  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  by  faith, 
44  and  not  for  our  own  works  or  defervings* 
44  is  held  as  a  moil  wholefome  Do6lrine,  and 
44  very  full  of  Comfort;"  inftrumental  in  pu¬ 
rifying  a  peculiar  people ,  and  of  making  them 
zealous  of  good  works .  (Art.  n.} 

Let  me  now  enquire  how  far  this  defign  of 
God,  and  end  of  Chrift's  giving  himfelf  to  re¬ 
deem  have  been  effe&ual ;  —  and  let  the  en¬ 
quiry  be  made  under  an  awful  fenfe  of  his 
prefence,  and  a  firm  expe&ation  of  the  glorious 
appearing  of  that  great  God  and  our  Saviour . 

Is  found  piety  your  defire  and  purfuit  ?  I* 
the  fountain  of  all  Wifdom  and  Blelfednefs 
the  object  of  your  Adoration,  your  fear,  and 

through 
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through  his  differing  Son,  of  your  Affe&ion  and 
Confidence  ?  Is  the  Lord’s  Day  kept  holy  ?-— 

Are  his  Ordinances  your  delight,  —  and  his 
word  the  guide  of  your  faith  and  feet  ?  Are 
you  defirous  of  diffeminating  divine  truth* 
and  of  promoting  the  Salvation  of  men,  by  the 
Knowledge  of  God  our  Saviour !  —  if  not ! 
Where  is  the  Zeal  of  our  Fathers  ?  Is  it  dead 
with  them  ?  Where  is  the  lively  Faith  which 
quickened  the  Steps  of  Paul,  and  fweetened 
the  dying  Moments  of  Stephen  ?  Where  the 
eonftraining  Love,  and  Chriftian  Fortitude 
that  upheld  our  Reformers  and  Bifhops  at  the 
Stake,  and  made  our  Clergy  and  Laity  prefer 
Piety  with  Poverty,  to  Impiety  clad  with  Ap- 
plaufe,  with  Riches  and  Honour*  Are  they 
all  fled  ?  God  forbid.  May  his  Grace  dill 
enable  us  to  acknowledge  and  Love  his  Truth 
and  Commandments.  May  the  Pen  of  the 
learned  yet  be  drawn,  and  the  Tongue  of  the 
Eloquent  yet  be  employed  to  juftify  and  en¬ 
dear  the  Ways  of  God  to  Man, 


If 
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If  piety  prevails,  Let  me  enquire  how  Zeal 
towards  A£ts  of  Juftice  and  Mercy  abounds. 
The  Golden  Rule  of  doing  as  we  would  be  done 
unto ,  has  been  left  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 

i  .  >  * 

for  his  Followers  to  copy.  It  will  fecure  from 
Fraud,  Rapine,  Murder.  It  is  a  refuge  for 
the  Widow  from  the  Iron  Hand  of  Oppreftion; 
an  Afylum  for  the  Orphan  from  the  Arm  of 
Deftmclion,  while  it  excites  Bowels  of  Com¬ 
panion  to  relieve  their  Wants,  and  to  defend 
their  perfons^  Redeemed  by  the  Blood  of 
Chrift,  and  juftified  in  his  righteoufnefs,  are 
you  zealous  of  good  Works  ?  Grant  me  your 
Attention,  while  I  plead  (would  to  God  they 
had  a  better  Pleader)  the  ca ufe  of  the  poor  of 
this  large  and  refpeflable  County. 

In  me,  almoft  a  perfeG  Stranger  in  this 
County  ;  in  me,  the  Reftor  of  a  fmall  Coun¬ 
try  Village,  it  would  be  prefumption  to  offer 
information  upon  the  nature  or  defign  of  this 
Sermon.  Suffice  it,  to  fay,  it  is  but  annual* 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  County  Hofpital. 

D  Tit' 
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The  Hofpital  bellows  upon  the  induflrious  un¬ 
fortunate  Poor,  fkilful  Advice,  wholefomc  Food, 
and  healing  Medicine,  in  the  mo  ft  diftreffing 
and  moft  dangerous  Situations  of  life.  Such 

Situations  afford  the  beft  Opportunities  for  in¬ 
culcating  the  Knowledge  of  God, — for  direct¬ 
ing  the  awakened  mind  to  the  redemption  of 
Chrift  jefus,  and  for  adminiftring  the  Com¬ 
forts  of  God’s  holy  word  to  the  fainting  heart. 
Thefe  Cordials  under  certain  circumftances 
excel  what  the  Materia  Medica  can  produce  *. 
In  the  folemn  hour  of  diftrefs,  the  ear  of  at¬ 
tention  is  opened.  Humanity  demands,  in  the 

trying 

*  He  is  a  bad  Fhyfiologift,  who  difregards  the  Doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Paflions.  They  are  capable  of  great  Uti¬ 
lity  in  Medicine.  A  Man  of  Genius  will  make  him- 
Pelf  acquainted  with  their  Theory,  and  ufe  his  utmoft 
Addrefs  in  the  Application.  The  Confolation  of  the 
Religion  of  Chrift,  unknown  and  unfelt,  perhaps,  by 
the  Phyfician  (Religio  Medici!)  may  be  of  infinite 
Ufe  to  his  Patient.  The  Advice  of  a  judicious  Clergy¬ 
man  can  never  injure  the  Prefcriptions  of  a  fkilful  Phy¬ 
fician.  In  general,  to  deny  it,  would  be  to  treat  Men 
like  Brutes.  In  this  Land,  to  make  Rules  to  exclude 
k,  would  be  a  difgrace  to  Chriftianity,  an  injury  to 
the  Poor,  and  an  infult  to  the  Public. 


(  *9  ) 

trying  moments  of  Agony  and  Difeafe,  thefe 
fuperior  eonfolations.  To  an  irrational  ani¬ 
mal,  fennbility  will  apply  what  will  heal  his 
wounds ;  for  the  human  race,  Humanity  it- 
felf  requires,  that  an  immortal  Soul  be  not  ne- 
glefled,  while  a  perifhing  Body  is  the  objebl 
of  our  Care.  To  treat  the  fons  of  Men  only 
as  a  kind  Mailer  does  his  cattle,  is  degrading 
them. 

View  the  advantages  of  fuch  an  Inliitution, 
when  the  Liberality  of  the  affluent,  the  (kill 
of  the  phylician,  and  the  labours  of  the  Di¬ 
vine,  unite.  Sicknefs  and  pain  become  more 
tolerable  and  lefs  fatal.  The  patient,  whofe 
life  has  been  confumed  in  taming  his  bread  by 
the  fw eat  of  his  brow ,  finds  time  for  reflexion—* 
learns  the  defign  of  the  trying  difpenfations 
of  providence,  together  with  Sobriety  and 
Obedience,  in  this  School  of  AffliHion.  He 
leaves  the  Hofpital  wifer,  as  well  as  {Longer  ; 
more  moral,  and  more  healthy. 


Thk 
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The  Utility  of  a  County  Hofpital  is  not 
confined  to  the  Perfons  of  the  Poor.  When 

g  - 

■  w  * 

a  Labourer  returns  in  Health,  he  takes  the 
Burden  of  his  Family  from  your  Parifhes. 
By  an  Affemblage  of  topical  Complaints  and 

Cafualties,  your  Surgeons  are  kept  in  a  free 
and  extenfive  Practice,  without  which,  neither 

4  -  '  ' 

learning  or  Skill,  can  make  Operations  eafy  to 
the  Practitioner,  or  fafe  to  the  Patient.  Your 
Safety  and  Intereft,  therefore,  in  fome  meafure 
combine,  with  more  noble  Motives  to  induce 
your  Liberality. 

J  0 

Let  not  the  Rich,  the  Almoners  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  turn  their  Faces  from  the  Poor.  Let 
them  confider  and  pity  their  Wants.  As  they 
do  not  feel  their  Diitrefs,  let  them  at  lead: 
imagine  Poverty  and  Pain,  Scarcity  and  Sick- 
nefs  vifiting  a  fellow  creature  in  a  Cottage. 
He  lies  upon  a  bed  of  draw.  His  helplefs 
wife,  and  almoft  ftarving  Children  fufrer  with 
him.  No  fkilful  Advice  ;  No  healing  Re¬ 
medy;  No  prefent  Comfort;  No  better  Prof- 

i- 

peft; 


/ 
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pe£t ;  until  fome  friendly  Hand  direHs  him 
to  an  Afylum,  where  Wine  and  Oil  are  poured 
into  his  Wounds ,  he  is  taken  care  of,  and, 
by  the  Blefting  of  God,  reftored  to  his  La- 
hour,  his  Family  and  his  Friends  again.  Shall 
bringing  home  a  Sheep,  or  recovering  a  piece 
of  money  which  had  been  loft,  caufe  Joy 
and  Gladnefs ;  and  fhall  not  reftoring  his 
Limb,  his  Health,  his  Life  *  to  a  fellow- 
creature,  excite  Gratitude  and  Praife  ? 

And 

*  When  T  fpeak  of  reforing  Life ,  I  would  not  be 
imderftood  altogether  figuratively,  as  if  the  Comforts 
of  it  were  only  included  ;  but  extend  the  exprellion  to 
animal  Life ,  fufpended  by  fuffocation,  or  otherwife, 
arifing  either  from  internal  or  external  Caufes,  Per- 
fons  who  appear  to  die  fuddenly,  are  too  often,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  configned  to  the  Grave,  when,  by  pro¬ 
per  management,  they  might  have  been  reftored  to 
their  friends.  The  Humane  Society  is  well  worth  the 
Attention  of  all  the  Friends  of  Humanity.  The  Public 
are  very  much  indebted  to  the  Labour  and  Skill  of 
Do&or  Hawes,  for  the  Inftrudbions  he  has  given  upon 
the  Subjetft  of  Animations  as  well  as  for  the  fuccefsful 
Attempts  which  have  been  made  of  reftoring  it  in 
thofe,  who  were  apparently  dead.  The  Methods  of 
rejloring  it ,  ought  to  be  well  underftood  by  not  a  few 
in  every  County,  City,  Town  and  Village.  The 
Servants  of  an  Hofpital  (hould  not  be  ignorant  of  them. 


/ 
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And  are  there  who  with-hold  their  hands  T 
Can  neither  Companion  nor  Confcience  roufe 
them  to  become  eyes  to  the  blind,  feet  to  the 
lame,  and  a  father  to  the  poor.  Is  the  cry  of 
the  Orphan,  and  the  tear  of  the  Widow  neither 
feen  nor  heard  ?  O  Man!  who  made  thee  to 
differ  ?  Defpife  not  the  cauje  of  the  Poor Re¬ 
member,  One  fafhioned  us  in  the  Womb.  Pie 
pulleth  down  and  he  fetteth  up.  The  Bounty  I 

i 

afk  to-day  for  the  Poor  of  this  great  County, 
may  be  more  earneftly  folicited,  within  a  few 
years,  for  the  mo  ft  affluent  that  hears  me,— 
within  a  Century,  for  their  riling  Offspring. 

:P 

Doubt  you  this  ?  Read  it  in  the  Calamities  of 
Italy;  read  it  in  the  Defolations  of  America. 

Let  Bigotry  be  banifhed.  If  difference  of 
opinion,  and  clafh  of  Party  have  fubfifted,  let 
them  fubfide.  This  is  not  the  place,  now  is 
not  the  Time,  for  prejudice  to  prevail ;  let 
Candour  triumph.  However  we  may  differ 
upon  other  Subjefts,  upon  this  we  ought  to 
agree,  that  when  our  fellow-creatures  lie 

bleeding 


Weeding  before  us,  filled  with  pain,  or  re¬ 
duced  by  Sicknefs,  it  becomes  our  Duty,  our 
Honour,  our  Privilege  to  unite  Hand  and 
Heart  to  help  them.  Even  a  Jew  and  a  Sa¬ 
maritan  ought  not  to  hand  difputing,  when  a 
poor  wretch,  who  has  fallen  among  thieves , 

wounded  and  half  dead ,  lies  gafping  for  Breath. 

/  ^ 

Are  you  for  Salvation  by  Works?  work 
hard.  Bid  high  for  Heaven.  The  0bje£t  is 
noble,  and  worthy  of  your  greatefi  pains.  Juftify 

your  Profeffion,  and  let  us  fee  that  you  think 
your  Salvation  (me-ritorioufly)  depends  upon 
the  good  Works,  and  charitable  Deeds  you 
do.  It  will  otherwife  be  faid  to  you,  as  to 
them  of  old,  I  come  not  to  condemn  you 9 
there  is  that  condemneih  you,  even  that  in 
which  you  trufl  the  principles  you  have 
formed  —  the  very  Syilem  that  you  have  a- 
dopted.  Labour  much,  therefore,  and  give 
much;  for,  then,  even  your  Miftakes  may 

be  ufeful  to  others,  and  your  good  Works,  un~ 

happily 


(  2  4  ) 

happily  built  upon  an.  erroneous  and  deftruc- 
tive  Foundation  *,  beneficial  to  Mankind,  , -* 


Art  thou  carelefs  about  F uturity  ?  Cheered  m 
the  Days  of  thy  Youth,  art  thou  walking  in  the 

■ways  of  thine  Heart,  and  the  Sight  of  thine  Eyes, 

without  confidering  that  the  Years  draw  nigh, 

wherein  thou  JkaU  fay,  I  have,  no  Pleafnre  m 

them  ?  Are  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Diffi- 

‘pation  become  fo  obdurate,  as  to  be  infenfible 

to  the  Calamities  of  their  Fellow  Creatures — 

deaf  to  their  Cries,  and  blind  to  their  Mifery  ? 

Reflea '  The  fame  cutting  Stroke  of  Difeafe, 

or  Accident,  might  have  dipt  the  wings  of 

vour  Levity,  and  made  you  fall  and  feci 
J  like 

*  The  erroneous  and  deftruaive  nature  of  princi¬ 
ples  which  induce  Men  to  rely  upon  then  own  One- 
Lrce  and  Merit  for  Righteoufnefs  before  Gad,  ap¬ 
pears  dear  from  the  Epife  for  the  Day. 

P  r  -rdn'itv  t  If  there  had  been  a  law  given  wbuo 
day  after  !h„U  i*< 

been  ly  the  La-  •  r  Jefus  Cbfijl 

under  Sin,  that  the  Promife  by  t  AITH  fJ  J  y 
might  be  given  to  them  that  believe.  Ga.auans  3. 


V 
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like  t  b e m .  Le n d  the m  y o u r  Affi dance,  C ut 
off  fame  Superfluity-.  Relinquifli  fome  one 
AblU foment  to  fet  the  broken  bone,  anJredoie 


the  withering  Limb, 


Art  thou  fof  Salvation  by  Faith  in  Thrift 
jefus  ?  Is  his  Obedience  and  Merit  the  ground 

* 

of  your  Hope;  his  Word  and  Grace  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  your  Soul  ?  Be  humble.  Be  happy. 
Be  thankful.  Forget  not  that  he  came  to  purify 
a  peculiar  People  zealous  of  good  Works  * ; 
and,  that,  as  the  12th  Article  of  our  Church 
expreffes  it,  “  They  do  fpring  out  nece  {Tardy 
i(  of  a  true  and  lively  Faith,  in  fo  much  that 

E  ‘‘by 

*  Good  Works,  according  to  the  Scriptures,  fpring 
from  the  Grace  of  Goo’s  Spirit.  He  begins  and  per *- 
pets.  Pnik  i.  6.  He  works,  both  to  will  and  to  dq±  Phil, 
n,  i  i.  They  are  done  in  Faith,  for  wkatjoever  is  not 
bf  Faith)  is  Sin,  Rom.  xiv.  23.  Confeqttently,  as,  the 
i’?rh  Article  ut  the  Chinch  fays,  they  follow  after , 
lioith'er  precede,  deFrve,  nor  obtain',  Juft ifi eatian  j  be- 
Uutiic  He  that  beluveth  is  jujUfied  porn  all  CI bings^  Art. 
on  Toe  Rule  is  Gotl*$  Commandment  ;  the  End 

J  .}•  U  V* 

ho  Glory  through  Jefus  Can  ft.  Equally  beneficial  to 
Mankind  with  the  Works  of  the  Phan  fee,  they  be¬ 
came  a  1  fo  fciipi'unu  EvidetiCcs  of  a  otatt  of  Grace,  _ 


(  w  ) 


by  them  a  lively  Faith  may  be  as  evidently 

*  i 

44  known,  as  a  Tree  difcerned  by  the  Fruit.” 
Shew  your  Faith  by  your  Works.  Let  your 
Light  fhine,  and  your  Charity  abound,  that 
God  may  be  glorified.  Seize  this  Opportu¬ 
nity.  Be  zealous.  As  Zeal  for  good  Works 
abounds;  Governors  to  this  Charity  will  a- 
bound.  Colle&ions  will  encreafe.  There 
will  be  no  longer  Rooms  without  Beds;  but 
an  ample  Provifion  will  be  made  for  the  un¬ 
fortunate,  who  fhall  feek  an  Afylum  under 
your  Patronage. 

Let  the  healthy  Poor  caft  in  their  Mite; 
let  the  Rich  give  of  their  Abundance;  that 
when  the  Ear  hears-  you,  it  may  bltjs  you,  when 
the  Eye  fees  you ,  it  may  give  Witnefs  to  you ,  be- 
caufe  you  delivered  the  Poor  that  cried ,  and  the 
patkerlefs,  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him . 

M  a  y  God  command  a  Bleiling  upon  his 
Word,  upon  the  Poor,  and  upon  you.  The 
Glory  be'  his  own  for  ever  through  jefus 
ChrifL 


c  op  y 
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COPY  of  the  Letter  found  in  the 
Letter-Box  at  Lincoln,  directed  to 
Dr.  Peckwell. 

Reverend  SIR, 

IEnclofe  you  Thirty  Guineas  for  the 
Charity.  Make  what  ufe  you  think 
proper  of  it.  I  am  forry  you  have  been  fo 
ill-treated  in  this  place ;  let  it  not  daunt  you, 
but  perfevere.  Remember  thofe  gone  before. 
May  God  give  a  Blefhng  to  the  word  you 
fpeak. 

A  Lover  of  the  Truth*, 

N.  B.  This  Sum  was  received  at 
Heckington  by  Dr.  Peckwell,  on 
Saturday  the  20th  September,  and 
paid  to  the  Hofpital  on  Monday  the 
2 2d,  as 

a  Donation  in  addition  to  the  annual 
Collection  of  Sunday  the  14th 
Sept.  1783,  from  a  Lover  of  the 
Truth,  by  Dr.  Peckwell. 

To  this  unknown,  generous  <s  Lover  of  the 
“  Truth/'  in  juftice  to  my  own  feelings,  I 
muft  addrefs  a  few  Lines. 


Your 
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Your  Name,  Perfon,  Sex,  and  abode,  are 
equally  unknown  to  me.  What  your  humili¬ 
ty  has  cliofen  to  conceal ;  my  Curiofity  (hall 
never  attempt  to  difeover.  An  hour  cometh, 
when  all  Secrets  will  be  laid  open  —  When  a 
Cup  of  cold  Water,  given  in  the  Name  and 
for  the  Sake  of  Chrift  will  not  be  forgotten  — 
when  a  jeeret  generous  Act  of  Charity,  done, 
without  kiting;  the  right  hand  know  what  the 
hand  doeth ,  will  be  openly  acknowledged  by 
Him,  whofe  Truth  you  love. 

To  love  Truth  is  an  honourable  Character; 
to  love  the  Truth  a  Chriflian.  That,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  produces  happy  effects  among  Mankind. 
This,  happier;  for  where  Love  to  the  Gofpel 
of  Chrift  jefus  abounds,  Virtue  and  Zeal  for 
sood  Works  will  prevail. 

O' 

It  will  induce  others  to  ftudy  the  benevolent 
Science,  which  you  fecin  fo  effectually  to  have 
learned,  of  putting  to  Jilencc  the  ignorance  of 
fobti/h  Men,  by  well-doing  *. 

The 

.'6 

*  This  is  thi  will  of  cur  Cod. 

i  Peter  2.  15. 
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Tiie  trifling  Oppoiition  which  Ignorance 
or  Intercll,  prejudice  or  Envy  has  railed  a- 


gainft  my  Endeavours  to  promote  the  tempo¬ 
ral  and  eternal  Welfare  of  my  Fellow-Crea¬ 
tures  ;  and  which  the  compaffionate  Feelings 


of  your  Mind,  have  been  pleafed  to  term  ill 
Treatment ,  I  hope  to  pity  and  forget.  It  has 
apparently  been  over-ruled  for  Good;  and  a- 
bundantly  overbalanced  by  the  great  Candor, 
and  Goodnefs,  with  which  the  Right  Honor¬ 
able  Vice-Prefident,  and  the  red  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor^,  were  fo  condefcending  as  to  receive 
my  feeble  Attempt  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
County  Hofpital.  By  the  Generouty  of  Men 
of  Candor,  and  Lovers  of  the  Truth,  the  Col¬ 


lection  rofe,  beyond  the  mod  fanguine  Hopes, 
£.  94  :  8  :  if  were  added  to  the  Coffers  of  the 
Charity.  „ 

For  your  Prayers,  I  thank  you.  Your  Ad¬ 
vice  I  will  beg  G  r  ac  e  to  follow.  Not  only  to  be 
undaunted,  but  unfhaken  by  the  Mifintcrnre- 
Stations,  and  Mifrcprdentations  of  feme  Men, 
is  the  Defoe  of  my  Heart,  If  their  pood 

Opinion 


A 

J 


•  ••• 
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©pipio.n  can  .only  be  bought  with  the  Sacrific 

V  v  v 

of  the  Truth  and  my  Conf-iena,  I  -muif  To.  •  ,v,< 


content  without  it,  "till  I  meet  them  at  the 


Bar  of  God.—  “There  we  muft  appear,  and 


fland  or  fall  to  our  own  Mailer.  The  awful 
Moment  Cumbers  not. 


dum  loqulmur,  fugerit  invida 


JEtas,  Carpe  diem 


mu 


tenth*  Tine,  he fieifeji,  unmcveable,, 
^bounding  m  the  Work  cf:  the.  Lord,  for  tis  U 
as  hi  aw  mi  r  Lafyur  is  not  in  vain :  -  U  '  V' 


iM 


F  r  N  I  •  S, 
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